This study aims to obtain a description of the mastery of the concept of biology teacher candidates through the study of learning difficulties in the concept of development stage of animal embryo. The subjects of the study were 43 students of semester 6 of academic year 2013 which contracted embryology subjects. The instruments used consist of diagnostic questions (essays and multiple choice questions) and interview format. Data analysis was done quantitatively and qualitatively. The results showed that the mastery of the concept of students on aspects of C1 (remember) is 53% (enough); C2 (understanding) of 77% (good); C3 (applying) of 98% (excellent); And C4 (analyze) of 58% (enough). In addition, some students who experienced difficulty showed a positive response to their learning difficulties.
INTRODUCTION
In the implementation of teaching and learning process there are students who can get high learning results and there are also students who get low learning outcomes. Some of them can take their learning activities smoothly and successfully without any difficulty. However, on the other hand not a few students who actually in learning to experience various difficulties. Student learning difficulties are indicated by the presence of certain obstacles to achieve learning outcomes and can be psychological, sociological, and physiological so that ultimately can lead to achievement of learning achievable under the proper (Daryanto, 2010) . Furthermore, Aschlock States that students who always get a low learning outcomes are referred to as students who have learning difficulties.
Learning difficulties because of students are not able to associate new knowledge with old knowledge so as to cause incomprehension or vagueness of a lesson. Similarly in biology that is part of the Natural Science (IPA), Symptoms of learning difficulties will be seen when students can't concentrate more, most students get low grades, students show lethargy, and most students do not master the material that has been submitted (Hamalik, 2004) . Liliasari (1999) revealed that the low mastery of the concept of IPA is caused by the use of low mindset in the formation of conceptual IPA system.
The absence of improved quality of science education is related to the unresolved problems in science learning
The absence of improved quality of science education is related to the unresolved problems in science learning, Including science education is still oriented only on knowledge products, less oriented to the process of science;
More science teaching is devoted through lectures, questioning, or discussions without being based on the results of practical work (Susanto, 2002) .
Lecturers as educators need to
analyze the learning difficulties to diagnose students' learning difficulties.
Learning difficulties are a condition where students can't learn properly.
Wiersma and Jurs (Darmiyati, 2007) Believes that diagnosis is a teaching plan for a student, and otherwise is based on a thorough diagnosis of the shortcomings and advantages of students. Remember the importance of conducting diagnostic activities in learning activities, so Linn and Gronlund (Darmiyati, 2007) confirmed that the diagnostic assessment was developed to examine the unresolved learning difficulties with ordinary JPPI, Vol. 3, No. 1, May 2017, p. 11-21 Juhanda e-ISSN 2477-2038 13 formative assessments. In conducting diagnostic activities requires not only a diagnostic approach but also a form of assessment tool that can diagnose student learning difficulties. The assessment of learning difficulties in this study is an assessment given to students by giving diagnostic tests to students, to see students' difficulties with the material given. This assessment is given as an ingredient in order to provide guidance to students who have learning difficulties . It will be used to diagnose the learning difficulties in stage development of animal embryology concept. The concept has a wide scope. Achieving learning outcomes from this is very important to achieve in order to prepare competent human resources in the future era. 
METHOD

14
Data processing of interview result is done by using formula from Arikunto (2013) which then interpreted using category based on Koentjaraningrat (1997) . The result of identification of student answers, students can only 
